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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. The communication is in response to the application filed 6 November 2001. 
Claims 1-1 1 are pending. Acknowledgement is made of the claim of benefit to U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/246,310 filed 6 November 2000. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: improper 
reference number. On page 9, line 5, applicant refers to "database system 10" while 
referring to figure 2. However there is no corresponding feature in figure 2 only in 
figurel. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-2, 4, 8-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sloane (5,911,132). 

5. As per claim 1 , Sloane teaches a computerized integrated emergency medical 
transportation database system (Sloane; Abstract) having a demographic audit module 
(Sloane; Col. 7, line 60-63). The system comprises a medical emergency database 
configured to store clinical encounter information, patient demographic data, and 
transport information (Sloane; Col. 1, lines 48-59). It is further comprised of a 
demographic audit module in communication with the medical emergency database 
(Sloane; Col. 7, lines 60-64). The demographic audit module is configured to 
determine whether sufficient patent demographic data exists in the medical emergency 
database (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 60-64) and search other databases in an attempt to 
obtain missing demographic information (Sloane; Col. 8, lines 4-8). 

6. As per claim 2, Sloane teaches the demographic audit module is additionally 
configured to document one or more attempts to obtain any missing demographic 
information (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 65-67). 

7. As per claim 4, Sloane teaches the system additionally comprised of a billing 
module in communication with the medical emergency database, the billing module 
receiving data from the demographic audit module (Sloane; Fig. 4 and Col. 6, lines 54- 
61). 
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8. As per claim 8-9 and 1 1 , Sloane discloses an integrated emergency medical 
transportation database system having a data accuracy filter module with the same 
limitations and features as the demographic audit module as disclosed in claims 1-2 and 
4 and the reasons for rejection are incorporated herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3, 5-7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sloane (5,91 1 ,1 32) in view of lliff (6,725,209). 

11. As per claim 3, Sloane fails to teach the demographic audit module is additionally 
configured to apply modifiable data collection rules associated with a payer type to 
determine whether sufficient patient demographic data exists in the medical emergency 
database. However, this feature is well known to one of ordinary skill in the art as 
evidenced by llliff. In particular, llliff teaches a "TEST" performed by the computer to 
verify if necessary items are present. Examiner interprets "TEST" to mean applying 
certain data collection rules to verify the sufficiency of the data. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add the "TEST" feature in llliff to the system 
in Sloane with the motivation of providing high quality and consistent medical advice 
(llliff; Col. 2, lines 62-63). In order to provide high quality medical advice one of ordinary 
skill in the art would add a feature such as the "TEST" in order to ensure there is 
sufficient data in the database. 

12. As per claim 5, Sloane teaches a method of auditing demographic data in an 
integrated emergency medical transportation database system (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 60- 
64). Sloane teaches a method comprised of collecting at least clinical encounter 
information, patient demographic information and transport information into a medical 
emergency database (Sloane; Col. 1, lines 48-59), searching other databases in an 
attempt to obtain missing demographic information (Sloane; Col. 8, lines 4-8), and 
recording attempts to obtain missing demographic information (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 65- 
67). 

However, Sloane fails to teach applying a modifiable data collection rules 
associated with a payer type to determine whether sufficient patient demographic data 
exists in the medical emergency database. This is the same feature is recited in claim 3 
and the reason for rejection is incorporated herein. 

13. As per claim 6, Sloane discloses a method where in the other databases are 
located within the emergency medical transportation database system (Sloane; Col. 6 
line 54). 
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14. As per claim 7, Sloane discloses a method wherein other databases are external 
to the emergency medical transportation database system and can be accessed via a 
network (Sloane; Col. 2 line 64 to Col. 3 line 16). 

15. As per claim 10, the same feature of applying a data collection rule to determine 
whether sufficient data exists in the database is recited in claim 3 and the above reason 
for rejection is incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches an electronic template 
medical records coding system (6,529,876); a system for and method of collecting and 
populating a database with physician/patient data for processing to improve practice 
quality and healthcare delivery (6,151 ,581); and a system for retrieval of information 
from data structure of medical records (6,438,533). 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh-Giang "Michelle" Le whose telephone number is 
571-272-8207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 5PM, M-F. 



Application/Control Number: 10/007,644 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3626 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




